CONSTITUTION


PORTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SENIOR STUDIES INSTITUTE

CONSTITUTION

Article I.
Name


The name of this organization shall be the “Portland Community College Senior Studies Institute” (SSI).

Article II.
Purpose


This organization shall provide an opportunity for older adults to share in the exploration of topics of mutual interest, to contribute their experience and their expertise, and to expand their circle of friends.

Article III.
Relationship to Portland Community College

III.1
SSI shall be a self-directed membership organization under the administrative auspices of Portland Community College. It shall function in accordance with this Constitution and Bylaws as approved by the designated representative of Portland Community College, as well as by current PCC policies.

III.2
Portland Community College (PCC) shall provide to SSI and its membership the following:


III.2.1
The services of a PCC representative to serve on the SSI Board as an ex officio member without a vote.


III.2.2
Auxiliary services to help support and promote SSI within available resources.


III.2.3
Upon request, a PCC Student ID Number which entitles the member to the use of PCC facilities.

III.2.4
Classroom space, at PCC facilities, at no cost to SSI.
Article IV.
Membership

Membership shall be open to all older adults who subscribe to the concept of self-directed learning and will abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of SSI. Members shall be encouraged to participate in planning and presentation of all SSI programs.
Article V.
The SSI Board

The Board shall consist of the elected officers, five (5) elected Members-at-Large, Chairs of standing committees, and the ex officio representative of PCC.  The SSI Board shall be responsible for both policy formation and policy implementation.  All members of the Board are voting members except the ex officio representative of PCC.  In addition, the Board Chair shall vote only when the vote is by ballot or in cases where the vote would change the result.  Two persons sharing a position shall have only one vote.  A quorum of the Board shall consist of a simple majority of the Board members present.  The meetings shall be open to any interested member of SSI.

Article VI.
Executive Committee

VI.1
The Executive Committee is comprised of the Board Chair, Chair-elect, Secretary, Treasurer, and immediate Past Chair of the Board.  A quorum shall consist of a majority of the committee members.  After installation, the Executive Committee shall meet to approve the appointments of standing committee chairs and Site and other Coordinators by the newly elected Chair.

VI.2
The Executive Committee shall meet as needed for planning, concerning emergency situations and specific personnel matters.

Article VII.
Officers


The elected officers shall consist of the Board Chair, Chair-elect, immediate Past Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The responsibilities and authority of the elected officers shall be specified in the Bylaws.  Officers shall be elected for one year.

Article VIII.
Members-at-Large


Five (5) Members-at-Large shall be elected, each for a two-year term.  Terms shall be staggered, with three Members-at-Large elected one year and two the following year.

Article IX.
Site Coordinators


A Site Coordinator for each SSI site shall be appointed each year by the Board Chair, with approval of the Executive Committee.  A Site Coordinator shall be appointed for one year and may continue to serve on a year to year basis if no other person volunteers.
Article X.
Committees


The SSI Board shall establish such standing committees of the membership as are required to accomplish the objectives of SSI.  Chairs of standing committees shall be appointed by the Board Chair, with approval of the Executive Committee.  Chairs of standing committees are voting members of the Board.  Chairs of standing committees shall appoint the members of their committees.  Any standing committee meetings shall be open to all SSI members.  The Board shall establish and discharge ad hoc committees as the need arises.  The chairs of such committees shall be appointed by the Board Chair.

Article XI.
SSI Years

XI.1
The SSI academic, membership, fiscal, and Board years shall all be from September 1 through August 31 of the following year.

Article XII.
Voting

XII.1
A member of SSI shall be entitled to one vote on all matters voted on in any general or special meeting of the membership. The chair of a meeting of the membership shall vote only when the vote is by ballot and in all other cases where the vote would change the result. 

XII.2
Voting in elections of officers and Members-at-Large of the Board shall be by secret ballot if anything but a single slate is presented.  A single slate may be voted by hand or voice vote.

XII.3
Voting on all other matters shall be prescribed by the Board Chair.

Article XIII.
General Membership Meetings


An annual general meeting of the membership shall be held in the spring.  Other meetings of the membership may be called by the Board Chair or by five elected Board members.

Article XIV.
Election of Officers


Officers and Members-at-Large of the SSI Board shall be elected at the annual general meeting.

Article XV.
Revisions to the Constitution and Bylaws
XV.1
 Revisions to the Constitution shall require a two-thirds majority vote of the total SSI Board present at a meeting of the SSI Board, followed by a simple majority vote of the members voting at the next general meeting of the membership.  Notice of proposed changes shall be given at least three weeks prior to each of these meetings.
XV.2
Revisions to the Bylaws shall require a simple majority vote of the total SSI Board membership present at a meeting of the Board, followed by a simple majority vote of the members voting at the next general meeting of the membership.  Notice of proposed changes shall be given at least three weeks prior to each of these meetings.

XV.3
Revisions to appendices of the Constitution, which shall consist of Policies and Procedures (Appendix 1) and Statements of Responsibilities for Board members (Appendix 2), shall be accomplished by a simple majority vote of the SSI Board present at a meeting. 

XV.4
Revisions to the Constitution or Bylaws must be approved by the PCC designated representative.

Article XVI.
Adoption


This Constitution and the Bylaws presented at the same time became effective January 10, 1992, upon adoption by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a general meeting followed by approval of the PCC designated representative.
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Amended May 1993

Amended July 1996

Amended May 2001
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